
God dependence (PART II)
Discussion questions are indicated with an arrow: → 

Review & Overview

Impediments to God-Dependence

→ We are dependent on God for everything, but we don't always live in light of that truth. What 
keeps us from living in full dependence on God?

• Pride
◦ Psalm 10:4: “In his pride the wicked man does not seek him; in all his thoughts there is no 

room for God.”
◦ Proverbs 11:2: “When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom.”

• Ignorance
◦ Hosea 4:6: “my people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. “Because you have rejected 

knowledge, I also reject you as my priests; because you have ignored the law of your God, I 
also will ignore your children.”

◦ Ephesians 4:17-18: “17 So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no 
longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. 18 They are darkened in their 
understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them 
due to the hardening of their hearts.”

◦ Evil desires from the old man → 1 Peter 1:14: “As obedient children, do not conform to the 
evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance.”

◦ → Knowledge? 
▪ 1 Corinthians 8:2: “Those who think they know something do not yet know as they 

ought to know.”
▪ 1 Corinthians 1:19-21: “For it is written: 'I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the 

intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.' 20 Where is the wise person? Where is the 
teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom 
did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to 
save those who believe.”

• Blindness 
◦ Isaiah 32:3: “Then the eyes of those who see will no longer be closed, and the ears of those 

who hear will listen.” (Also Isaiah 59:10)
◦ John 9:39: “Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see 

and those who see will become blind.”
• Forgetfulness

◦ Deuteronomy 4:9: “Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget 
the things your eyes have seen or let them fade from your heart as long as you live. Teach 
them to your children and to their children after them.”

◦ Forgetfulness allows our love to grow cold
◦ Wealth and prosperity lull us into forgetfulness → Deuteronomy 6:(4-9)10-12: “10 When 

the Lord your God brings you into the land he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, to give you—a land with large, flourishing cities you did not build, 11 houses filled 



with all kinds of good things you did not provide, wells you did not dig, and vineyards and 
olive groves you did not plant—then when you eat and are satisfied, 12 be careful that you 
do not forget the Lord, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.”

◦ Pride leads to forgetfulness → Deuteronomy 8:14: “then your heart will become proud 
and you will forget the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of 
slavery.” → to idolatry (Deuteronomy 8:19)

◦ God will not forget! → Deuteronomy 4:31: “For the Lord your God is a merciful God; he 
will not abandon or destroy you or forget the covenant with your ancestors, which he 
confirmed to them by oath.”

• Immaturity
◦ 1 Corinthians 3:1-4: “Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as people who live by the 

Spirit but as people who are still worldly—mere infants in Christ. 2 I gave you milk, not 
solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. 3 You are still 
worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you 
not acting like mere humans? 4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, 'I follow 
Apollos,' are you not mere human beings?”

◦ Hebrews 6:1-3: “Therefore let us move beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and 
be taken forward to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that 
lead to death, and of faith in God, 2 instruction about cleansing rites, the laying on of hands, 
the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 3 And God permitting, we will do so.”

• Other?

Recognizing our God-Dependence: how God heightens awareness of our 
helplessness apart from Him

→ When do we most recognize our God-dependence? What kinds of circumstances best serve to 
remind us of our deep need for God’s help in everything?

Topics and Scriptures to consider: (My answers to the questions—not necessarily comprehensive)
• When we suffer loss and declining health (Job)
• When we're trapped with no way out 

◦ Exodus ch. 14 – Red Sea
◦ Exodus 14:13-14: “Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will 

see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will 
never see again. 14 The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.”

• When our provisions are gone, or insufficient 
◦ Ex 16:3-4 – manna, Mat 14:16-17 – feeding 5,000, John 2:3 – water to wine, 1 Kings 

17:8-14 – miraculous flour and oil
◦ Exodus 16:2-5: “In the desert the whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. 3 

The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the Lord’s hand in Egypt! There we sat 
around pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this 
desert to starve this entire assembly to death.” 4 Then the Lord said to Moses, “I will rain 
down bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and gather enough for 
that day. In this way I will test them and see whether they will follow my instructions. 5 On 
the sixth day they are to prepare what they bring in, and that is to be twice as much as they 
gather on the other days.”

• When God asks us to do something hard, illogical, and/or seemingly contrary to His will 



◦ Ge 22 – Abraham asked to sacrifice Isaac, Acts 10:9-48 and others – Hard for the Jews—
even believers—to understand/accept that the ceremonial law was not forever, for all time

◦ Genesis 22:2: “Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—
and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will 
show you.”

◦ Acts 10:9-15: “About noon the following day as they were on their journey and 
approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. 10 He became hungry and wanted 
something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. 11 He saw 
heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners. 
12 It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles and birds. 13 Then a 
voice told him, 'Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.' 14 'Surely not, Lord!' Peter replied. 'I have never 
eaten anything impure or unclean.' 15 The voice spoke to him a second time, 'Do not call 
anything impure that God has made clean.'”

• When God asks us to do something beyond ourselves 
◦ Moses: Exodus 4:10-15: “Moses said to the Lord, 'Pardon your servant, Lord. I have 

never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am 
slow of speech and tongue.' 11 The Lord said to him, 'Who gave human beings their 
mouths? Who makes them deaf or mute? Who gives them sight or makes them blind? Is it 
not I, the Lord? 12 Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say.' 13 But 
Moses said, 'Pardon your servant, Lord. Please send someone else.' 14 Then the Lord’s 
anger burned against Moses and he said, “What about your brother, Aaron the Levite? I 
know he can speak well. He is already on his way to meet you, and he will be glad to see 
you. 15 You shall speak to him and put words in his mouth; I will help both of you speak 
and will teach you what to do.”

◦ Gideon: Judges 6:12-16: “When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said, 'The 
Lord is with you, mighty warrior.' 13 'Pardon me, my lord,' Gideon replied, 'but if the Lord 
is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our ancestors 
told us about when they said, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up out of Egypt?’ But now the Lord 
has abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian.' 14 The Lord turned to him and 
said, 'Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am I not sending 
you?' 15 'Pardon me, my lord,' Gideon replied, 'but how can I save Israel? My clan is the 
weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.' 16 The Lord answered, 'I will be 
with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites, leaving none alive.'”

• When we face temptation 
◦ Luke 22:31-34 – Satan's sifting: “'Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as 

wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you 
have turned back, strengthen your brothers.' 33 But he replied, 'Lord, I am ready to go with 
you to prison and to death.' 34 Jesus answered, 'I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows 
today, you will deny three times that you know me.'” → Peter's self-confidence wasn't based 
in reality (see John 18:15-18,25-27)

◦ Matthew 26:36-41 – Gethsemane: “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into 
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

• When we face trials (weaknesses, insults, persecutions, and other difficulties). In Acts 14:22, 
Paul and Barnabas told the believers, “We must go through many hardships to enter the 
kingdom of God.”

• The generic answer → When we come to the end of ourselves.
◦ the end of our understanding
◦ the end of our resources



◦ the end of our abilities
◦ the end of the spiritual maturity God has granted us, which is often revealing (Dt 8:2)

→ What happens when we depend on our gifting more than the Gift-giver (or our resources, our 
understanding, our general competence, our sense of having arrived spiritually)?

• Consider the mistakes of key biblical figures:
◦ Abraham tried to help God fulfill His covenant through Hagar

▪ Ge 16:1-4: “Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But she had an 
Egyptian slave named Hagar; 2 so she said to Abram, 'The Lord has kept me from 
having children. Go, sleep with my slave; perhaps I can build a family through her.' 
Abram agreed to what Sarai said. 3 So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten 
years, Sarai his wife took her Egyptian slave Hagar and gave her to her husband to be 
his wife. 4 He slept with Hagar, and she conceived. When she knew she was pregnant, 
she began to despise her mistress.”

▪ See https://storystorming.wordpress.com/2019/02/23/lessons-from-the-patriarchs-
abraham/ 
• In this article, I wrote: “God alone—and not Abram—bore the weight of the 

Genesis 15 covenant… [Read Genesis 15:7-18]
• “Note how Abram never sets foot between the severed pieces [of animals when God 

cuts a covenant]. That’s because this isn’t a covenant both parties entered into. It’s 
not a two-way street with promised blessings shifting back and forth. Instead, the 
blessing flows in one direction only: to Abram (and all peoples) from God. As such, 
God alone is accountable. His cutting a covenant in this manner is the same as if 
He’d proclaimed: “Let Me become as these severed animals if I ever go back on this 
promise.” In other words, “I’ll be dead before I fail you in this.”

• And of course, He did die. That was the fulfillment of His promise in Christ.
◦ Moses tried to help his people first through violence in his human strength

▪ Ex 2:11-12: “One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to where his own people 
were and watched them at their hard labor. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one 
of his own people. 12 Looking this way and that and seeing no one, he killed the 
Egyptian and hid him in the sand.”

▪ Early on, Moses possessed a desire to free his people—a desire I believe was from 
God—but he went about it in the wrong way.

◦ David moved the ark in the way he saw fit
▪ 1 Chr 13:7-10: “They moved the ark of God from Abinadab’s house on a new cart, 

with Uzzah and Ahio guiding it. 8 David and all the Israelites were celebrating with all 
their might before God, with songs and with harps, lyres, timbrels, cymbals and 
trumpets. 9 When they came to the threshing floor of Kidon, Uzzah reached out his hand 
to steady the ark, because the oxen stumbled. 10 The Lord’s anger burned against 
Uzzah, and he struck him down because he had put his hand on the ark. So he died there 
before God.”

▪  Ex 25:14: “Insert the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark to carry it.”
◦ Moses relied on outdated instructions from God and, thus, forfeited the promised land

▪ Ex 17:6 (strike): “I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, 
and water will come out of it for the people to drink.” So Moses did this in the sight of 
the elders of Israel.”

▪ Num 20:8 (speak): “Take the staff, and you and your brother Aaron gather the assembly 
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together. Speak to that rock before their eyes and it will pour out its water. You will 
bring water out of the rock for the community so they and their livestock can drink.”

◦ The Pharisees wrote Jesus off because He didn't follow their understanding of the law 
▪ Food Laws: Mat 15:10-12: “Jesus called the crowd to him and said, 'Listen and 

understand. 11 What goes into someone’s mouth does not defile them, but what comes 
out of their mouth, that is what defiles them.' 12 Then the disciples came to him and 
asked, 'Do you know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this?'”

▪ Sabbath Healing
• John 7:22-24: [Jesus said,] “Yet, because Moses gave you circumcision (though 

actually it did not come from Moses, but from the patriarchs), you circumcise a boy 
on the Sabbath. 23 Now if a boy can be circumcised on the Sabbath so that the law 
of Moses may not be broken, why are you angry with me for healing a man’s whole 
body on the Sabbath? 24 Stop judging by mere appearances, but instead judge 
correctly.”

• Matthew 12:9-12: “Going on from that place, he went into their synagogue, 10 and 
a man with a shriveled hand was there. Looking for a reason to bring charges against 
Jesus, they asked him, 'Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?' 11 He said to them, 'If 
any of you has a sheep and it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will you not take hold of 
it and lift it out? 12 How much more valuable is a person than a sheep! Therefore it 
is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.'”

▪ see also Mark 2:23-28 and many others
◦ In his ignorance, Saul persecuted Christians

▪ Acts 7:58-9:5 (Saul's Conversion, Before and After): “[8:1]…Saul approved of their 
killing [Stephen] … [9:1] Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats 
against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the 
synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, 
whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared 
Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to 
the ground and heard a voice say to him, 'Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?' 5 'Who 
are you, Lord?' Saul asked. 'I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,' he replied.

▪ 1 Tim 1:13: “Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, 
I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief.”

▪ Given these examples of man's mistakes from self-reliance, it seems we would be 
better off coming to the end of ourselves more quickly.

Optional: God's Purpose for Trials

→ Why does God allow all these hardships?
This might seem like a circular question following the discussion above, but God does more through 
trials than simply heightening awareness of our deep need for His help in all things. Consider the 
impediments that keep us from living in full dependence on God.

Topics and Scriptures to consider: (My answers)
• So we'll rely on Him (2 Corinthians 1:8-11: “…this happened that we might not rely on 

ourselves but on God, who raises the dead.”)
• So all the glory and credit goes to Him (Judges 7, esp. vs. 2: The LORD said to Gideon, “You 

have too many men. I cannot deliver Midian into their hands, or Israel would boast against me, 



‘My own strength has saved me.’ Also Daniel 4:29-37 – Nebuchadnezzar took credit for God's 
work. See Isaiah 42:8?)

• To show Himself strong in our weaknesses (2 Corinthians 12:7-10: “ …'My grace is sufficient 
for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.' Therefore I will boast all the more gladly 
about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.”)

• Consider the Israelites’ Wilderness wanderings (Deuteronomy 8:2-5):

Consider Deuteronomy 8:2-5: Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way in the wilderness these forty 
years, to humble and test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. He 
humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your ancestors had known, 
to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. Your 
clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell during these forty years. Know then in your heart that as a man 
disciplines his son, so the LORD your God disciplines you.

Question → What stands out to you from these verses about God purpose for trials?

◦ To humble us. He opposes the proud. Why? Maybe the same reason Jesus called the poor in 
spirit blessed. The humble person sees how much they need God. They don’t think of 
themselves more highly than they ought.

◦ To test us. Why does He test us when He already knows the outcome? 
▪ Because we change through the process. Precious Metals are refined by fire. 
▪ To prove the genuineness of our faith which glorifies Christ (1 Peter 1:6-7)
▪ God already knows what’s in our heart, but we often don’t. Trials have a way of 

dredging up the ugliness within, exposing it to the light so God can deal with it (and 
hopefully we will cooperate in that)

◦ To teach us something new—to bring fresh revelation. Through Job’s trials, God revealed 
Himself more fully. In their hunger in the desert, God taught the Israelites that His word is 
what sustains a man—and not only bread. He also demonstrated miraculous provision; this 
should’ve taught the Israelites that they could trust God to provide, but they were slow to 
learn. (But consider Deuteronomy 29:4.)

◦ For the sake of discipline. We can think of this as punishment, but consider this definition 
from Wordnik: “Training expected to produce a specific character or pattern of behavior, 
especially training that produces moral or mental improvement.” Think discipleship. 
Training. (1 Corinthians 9:25-27)

Optional: Consider Psalm 107. Notice the pattern → Trials: vs. 4, 10, 17, 23; Crying out: vs. 6, 13, 19, 28; Thanksgiving 
and praise: vs. 8, 15, 21-22, 31-32. Reasons for trials → Vs. 2: To give us a story (a testimony). So we will cry out to 
Him. (How does prayer relate to our topic?) So we will praise Him for His wonderful works in our lives. 

→ Consider Luke 15:11-32 (prodigal son). How does this story relate to our topic? (The son wanted to be self sufficient 
and make a name for Himself—rather than making a name for His father. The father let him so in hopes that trials would 
teach him not to try and live apart from his father.) 

Jesus as Our Model: Relying on God

→ If we consider Jesus's earthly life, taking Jesus as our model, how does that help us to 
understand our God-dependence more fully? Who was Jesus really? To really tackle this question, 
we need to make sure we understand the nuances of who Jesus really was. We have this expression, 
“fully God, fully man,” but what does that mean?



Topics and Scriptures to consider: (My answers)
• Fully God

◦ John 1:1,18: “…the one and only Son, who is himself God…”
◦ Colossians 1:15-19: “…For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him”
◦ Consider Matthew 27:39-40: “save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the Son 

of God!” → Could Jesus save Himself? (Consider Matthew 26:53-54.) To be God means 
that He could have saved Himself. But to be God means that He could not compromise. 

◦ The Bible tells us that, in very nature, Jesus was God—equal with God. But read these 
words in context (Philippians 2:5-8): He didn't use His divinity to His own advantage, but 
made Himself nothing, took the nature of a servant, and humbled Himself by becoming 
obedient to one of the worst deaths we can imagine.

◦ This passage from Philippians is like the bridge between Jesus's divinity and His 
humanity. Though God, He chose to set aside His rights, His glory, and His power…

• Though Jesus was God, He bowed to the Father's authority in obedient submission. Why? 
◦ To fulfill the Scriptures and save mankind from sin and death (Matthew 26:53-54).
◦ Because Jesus had to be fully human in every way (Hebrews 2:16-17)—with flesh, and not 

just spirit like the Father (John 4:24)—in order to help humankind (believers especially: 
“Abraham's descendents”).

◦ To set an example for us (John 13:14-15). 
◦ As an aside:

▪ Consider John 13:16 in conjunction with John 14:28, in which Jesus says “the Father is 
greater than I.”

▪ Philippians 2:6 declares Jesus to be God's equal, so how is the Father greater? 
▪ Consider 1 Peter 5:6 (humbled then exalted). Jesus did this! He humbled Himself under 

God's mighty hand. 
▪ Philippians 2:8 also says that Jesus humbled Himself… and the next verse (2:9)? 

“Therefore God exalted him to the highest place…” 

• Fully Man: What does it mean that Jesus was fully man?
◦ “The Word became flesh…” (John 1:14). What does this mean? 
◦ It involves submission to Father God's authority

▪ 1 Corinthians 11:3: “…the head of Christ is God.” God the Father is in authority over 
Christ, who's in authority over man, who's in authority over woman (or husband over 
wife). 

▪ Consider John 5:19: “…the Son can do nothing by himself…” That's why He didn't 
speak from His own authority but from the Father's (John 14:10,24)

▪ It involves physical (bodily) limitations: He took on a physical body and everything that 
goes along with that.
• God submitted to being born as a baby. Jesus submitted to the utter helplessness of a 

newborn in which He had to rely on humans to help Him 
◦ Luke 1:31-35: “'You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 

him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The 
Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over 
Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.' 34 'How will this be,' 
Mary asked the angel, 'since I am a virgin?' 35 The angel answered, 'The Holy 
Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 



So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.'”
◦ Luke 2:6-7: “While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 

and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed 
him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.”

• He was obedient to His human parents and submitted to human growth (Luke 2:51-
52), including an age of not knowing how to discern right from wrong (Isaiah 7:14-
16). 
◦ Luke 2:51-52: “Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to 

them. But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew 
in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.”

◦ Isaiah 7:14-16: “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 15 He will be 
eating curds and honey when he knows enough to reject the wrong and choose 
the right, 16 for before the boy knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the 
right, the land of the two kings you dread will be laid waste.”

• During His earthly life, He also submitted to pain, injury, sickness, hunger, thirst, 
dirtiness, heartache and more.

• He entrusted Himself to God (1 Peter 2:23), including submitting to death on a cross 
(Philippians 2:6-8). 
◦ 1 Peter 2:23: “When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when 

he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges 
justly.”

◦ Philippians 2:6-8: “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality 
with God something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself 
nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 
And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to death—even death on a cross!”

◦ Consider Ephesians 1:17-20 (also Psalm 16:9-11 and Acts 2:24): It seems Jesus 
didn’t raise Himself from the dead. The Father raised Jesus (vs. 20). 
▪ Psalm 16:9-10: “Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my 

body also will rest secure, 10 because you will not abandon me to the realm 
of the dead, nor will you let your faithful one see decay.”

▪ Acts 2:24: “But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony 
of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.

▪ John 10:18: “No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I 
have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This 
command I received from my Father.”

◦ The Son placed Himself entirely at the Father’s mercy, submitting to death and 
experiencing hell. It seems He was as much at God's mercy in the grave as Jonah 
was in the belly of the whale. Talk about relying on God!

◦ Consider:
▪ He didn’t use His divinity to seek His own will, whatever would’ve benefited His flesh. 

Rather, He submitted to the Father’s plan—complete reliance on the Father.
▪ He even submitted to not knowing the entire plan (e.g., Mark 13:32).
▪ Jesus submitted to testing: 

• “Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 
After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to him 



and said…” (Matthew 4:1+) 
• Why was Jesus tested/tempted?

◦ He learned obedience from—and was perfected through—what He suffered. 
Trials are a part of God’s perfecting process for all His children. We too can 
learn obedience through the trials we face. (Hebrews 2:10,14-18 and 5:7-9; also 
Hebrews 12:10-11.)
▪ Hebrews 2:10: “In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting 

that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the 
pioneer of their salvation perfect through what he suffered.”

▪ Hebrews 2:14-18: “Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in 
their humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who 
holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15 and free those who all their 
lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16 For surely it is not angels 
he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17 For this reason he had to be made 
like them, fully human in every way, in order that he might become a 
merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make 
atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself suffered when 
he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.”

▪ Hebrews 5:8: “Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he 
suffered”

▪ Why we are tested (Hebrews 12:10-11): “They [our human fathers] 
disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us 
for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. 11 No discipline 
seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a 
harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.”

◦ So He can empathize with our weaknesses (Hebrews 4:15: “For we do not have 
a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one 
who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.”)

◦ Perhaps in part to prepare Him for the greater test that was coming (Mt 26+, esp. 
vs. 41)? Jesus had to crucify His flesh figuratively in the garden of Gethsemane 
before He could withstand—and submit to—the physical crucifixion. The spirit 
is willing but the flesh is weak. Jesus’s solution for us all is to watch and pray.

→ Recall our original QUESTION: If we consider Jesus's earthly life, taking Jesus as our model, 
how does that help us to understand our God-dependence more fully? 

• Even Jesus submitted to the Father's authority 
• Even Jesus did nothing by Himself (cf. Jn 15:5): only the works the Father gave Him to do (cf. 

Eph 2:10)
• Even Jesus learned obedience from—and was perfected through—what He suffered (Heb 2:10, 

5:7-9)
• Even Jesus relied on the Father through prayer (Mt 26:41 and context, Heb 5:7-9)

◦ Matthew 26:41: “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is 
willing, but the flesh is weak.” (This is exactly what Jesus was doing in the Garden of 
Gethsemane—watching and praying. Read more about that in my study of Matthew 6:13: 
https://storystorming.wordpress.com/matthew-613-bible-study-notes/)

◦ Hebrews 5:7-9: “During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and 
petitions with fervent cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he 
was heard because of his reverent submission. 8 Son though he was, he learned obedience 

https://storystorming.wordpress.com/matthew-613-bible-study-notes/


from what he suffered 9 and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation 
for all who obey him”

• Jesus is a picture of relying on God. He's also a picture—an IMAGE—of God Himself…

Jesus as Our Model: “the last Adam, a life-giving spirit” (PART II?)

1 Corinthians 15:44b-49 says this: “If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 So it is 
written: “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit. 46 The 
spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual. 47 The first man was of the dust 
of the earth; the second man is of heaven. 48 As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; 
and as is the heavenly man, so also are those who are of heaven. 49 And just as we have borne the 
image of the earthly man, so shall we bear the image of the heavenly man.”

→ How might we understand 1 Corinthians 15:49 within the broader context of the biblical 
narrative? Do any related Bible verses come to mind? If so, which ones?

• We are made in God's image → Genesis 1:26-27: “Then God said, “Let us make mankind in 
our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the 
sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the 
ground.” So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male 
and female he created them.” → What does it mean that we are created in God's image? 
(Consider Genesis 1:26)

• “Image” in Hebrew has a similar meaning to the Greek: “an image, a likeness, a statue, a model, 
a drawing, a shadow” (CWSB) → Shadow: see also Colossians 2:17, and Hebrews 8:5 and 
10:1.

• → After God created man, what critical event interfered with God's plans for man as described 
in Genesis 1:26-27?

• Consider Genesis 5:3: “When Adam had lived 130 years, he had a son in his own likeness, in 
his own image; and he named him Seth. → Do you see the problem?

• Genesis 2:7: God formed Adam from dust and “breathed into his nostrils the breath of life…” 
Keep this verse in mind as you read the quote below.

• Consider this excerpt from All Things to All People: The Power of Cultural Humility by 
Michael Burns: 
◦ “In the Ancient Near Eastern context in which it is written, it appears that the author of 

Genesis very much intended to communicate that the creation itself was a temple of sorts. 
Temples were crafted as the dwelling place of the gods and would only be complete when 
the image of the god was set into the temple. It seems that there was typically some sort of 
“opening of the mouth” ceremony in which life was breathed into the god and he began to 
rule in his temple through this image… 

◦ “The image was the tangible representative of the god, mediating his or her rule in his or her 
temple and domain. With that in mind, the point of Genesis becomes clearer. There is none 
other like the creator God. His domain is not a limited corner of creation; it is the entire 
cosmos. The whole world is his temple. But he too, had an image bearer. Unlike the pagan 
gods, it was not a lifeless statue. God made humans to be his imagers…

◦ “The intent of creation, then, is to be a picture of a world brought into submission and 
subdued by unified imagers working together to facilitate God’s character and desires into 
his creation.”

→ According to Michael Burns's quote, what does it mean that mankind was made in God's 



image, and why is it important that we be restored to His image? (open discussion)

• We were made to “rule.” → How do we understand this in terms of authority?
◦ → What happened to man's authority after the Fall?
◦ → What happened to man's image? 

• Consider Hebrews 2:6-10: “…there is a place where someone has testified: “What is mankind 
that you are mindful of them, a son of man that you care for him? You made them a little lower 
than the angels; you crowned them with glory and honor and put everything under their feet.” 
In putting everything under them, God left nothing that is not subject to them. Yet at present we 
do not see everything subject to them. But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the 
angels for a little while, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that 
by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. In bringing many sons and daughters 
to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make 
the pioneer of their salvation perfect through what he suffered.”
◦ In creation, God crowned mankind with glory and honor and put everything under our feet: 

everything subject to mankind.
◦ However, we lost that authority in the Fall.
◦ Consider Romans 3:23: “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”

→ What is the glory of God, and what does it mean that mankind has fallen short of it?
• We all—born in the image of our sinful fathers—have fallen short of God's glory → Romans 

3:23 applies to all in the line of Adam… 
• And the line of Christ?

SCRIPTURE: WORD CONTEXT GREEK: WORD DEFINITIONS

“The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one 
to be born will be called the SON of God.” Luke 1:35

SON → huios: “(figuratively) anyone sharing 
the same nature as their Father.”

“The Son is the IMAGE of the invisible God, the 
firstborn over all creation.” Colossians 1:15

IMAGE → eikón: “mirror-like 
representation…very close in resemblance.”

“For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” 
made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light 
of the knowledge of God’s GLORY displayed in the 
face of Christ.” 2 Corinthians 4:6

GLORY → doxa: “what evokes good 
opinion, i.e. that something has inherent, 
intrinsic worth" (J. Thayer)  
                          (all definitions from biblehub)

Glory defined (CWSB)
• 2 Corinthians 4:6: GLORY → doxa: “A look at the root word of dóxa, i.e., dokéō (G1380), to 

think or suppose, is necessary. Etymologically, the word primarily means thought or opinion, 
especially favorable human opinion, and thus in a secondary sense reputation, praise, honor 
(true and false), splendor, light, perfection, rewards (temporal and eternal). Thus the dóxa of 
man is human opinion and is shifty, uncertain, often based on error, and its pursuit for its own 
safety is unworthy. But there is a glory of God which must be absolutely true and changeless. 
God's opinion marks the true value of things as they appear to the eternal mind, and God's 
favorable opinion is true glory…”  → Consider John 5:44 and 12:43     

• “Glory, therefore, is the true [grasp] of God or things. The glory of God must mean His 
unchanging essence. Giving glory to God is ascribing to Him His full recognition. The true 
glory of man, on the other hand, is the ideal condition in which God created man. This 



condition was lost in the fall and is recovered through Christ and exists as a real fact in the 
divine mind. The believer waits for this complete restoration. The glory of God is what He is 
essentially; the glory of created things including man is what they are meant by God to be, 
though not yet perfectly attained (Heb. 2:10; Rom. 8:18-21).” 

→ Is it wrong to seek glory? What should the pursuit of human glory be? “To seek true glory is 
to seek ___.” (Consider John 5:44 and 12:43)                

→ With that definition in mind, what is God's glory in the face of Christ? (Or what is the basis 
for Christ's glory?)

• Matthew 3:17: Father God's favorable opinion.
• John 17:1-4: Jesus's obedience in finishing the work Father God gave Him to do.
• John 17:5: The same glory Jesus had with the Father before the world began, which He had to 

set aside (Isaiah 53:2)
• TO PONDER: → Do you think Adam and Eve's physical appearance changed after the 

Fall? (See Ex 34:29, Matthew 17:1-8)
◦ Exodus 34:29: “When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the 

covenant law in his hands, he was not aware that his face was radiant because he had spoken 
with the Lord.”

◦ Matthew 17:1-2: “After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of 
James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 There he was transfigured before 
them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light.”

→ Given that we are utterly dependent on God for every victory in our lives, what should be our 
response to Him (in this life)? 

• Compare Genesis 22:12 and Romans 12
◦ Genesis 22:12: “'Do not lay a hand on the boy,' he said. 'Do not do anything to him. Now I 

know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.'”
◦ Romans 12:1-2: “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to 

offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and 
proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his 
good, pleasing and perfect will.”

◦ God's will was not for Isaac—or for you and I—to die, but to be a living sacrifice.
• Like Jesus, we too can… 

◦ submit to the Father's will
◦ trust the Father's wisdom
◦ rely on the Father's power and strength

• Two final thoughts:
◦ #1: Our journey of depending on God doesn't end the moment we become Christians

▪ Consider Matthew 18:3: “And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become 
like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

▪ → What is it about children that makes them great candidates for kingdom living?
◦ #2: Prayer is one way we acknowledge to God that we’re helpless without Him, and that we 

have complete faith in His character, His power, and the promises in His word. 
▪ Consider Hebrews 11:6: “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because 

anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who 



earnestly seek him.”
▪ There are some things God gives us because it's His will or someone has prayed for us. 

Other things we only receive through prayer. Sometimes we strive to make ourselves 
into what we know we ought to be because of the promises in Scripture—but there's a 
danger here. Consider how Abraham tried to bring God's promise to pass through Hagar. 
God isn't glorified when we try to work out an aspect of our salvation that He hasn't yet 
started working in us. We aren't called to do things in our own wisdom and strength. 
However, praying the promises found in Scripture is always pleasing to God because—
rather than trusting in our own works—it shows our faith in Him. Hebrews 11:6 is our 
charge: Earnestly seek Him for who He is. Earnestly seek Him for what He wants to do 
in and through you. Seek Him for spiritual and not only material or physical blessings.

▪ Consider Romans 4:4-5: “Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift 
but as an obligation. 5 However, to the one who does not work but trusts God who 
justifies the ungodly, their faith is credited as righteousness.” His work in us needs to 
precede our outward works. Otherwise, we're only engaging in works of the flesh. So 
we can and should pray for His work to be done in us. And we can and should pray for 
Him to show us what those works are or to keep us in line with His will as we stumble 
along. And if we fail to persevere in our praying, that too we can give to Him in 
imperfect prayers. One prayer from the heart has the power to change a person's life. I 
know, because the outward manifestation of God's work in my life began with a simple 
prayer that He would break me and remake me in His image.

Extra: Living a Life of Reliance on God:

• TRUST: Recognize Him as the source (James 1:17) and trust in Him alone (Jeremiah 17:5-8).
• LOVE: Pray for Him to give you an undivided heart (Psalm 86:11, Ezekiel 11:19). 
• SUBMIT / OBEY: Understand Matthew 7:21: “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 

will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven.” Our destiny is to be conformed into Christ's image—into the image of the Son who 
perfectly obeyed His heavenly Father. This is what God—by the Holy Spirit—wants to work in 
us. How do we cooperate with this?
◦ Pray Psalm 139:23-24 for yourself and your families.
◦ Ask God to show you what He's working in your life. Cooperate with whatever you see the 

Father working in you. (Consider praying the prayers of Paul.)
◦ ABIDE: Renew your mind (Romans 12:1-2). How? Abide in His word (John 15)—hide it 

in your heart (Psalm 119:11). Meditate on His word and His character (e.g., Psalm 48:9, 
77:12). Pray into—and from—His word (John 15:7). Ask Him to teach you from His word 
(e.g., Psalm 119:29, Jeremiah 33:3) and guide you into all truth (John 16:13). 

◦ WORSHIP: Contemplate the Lord's glory (2 Corinthians 3:18). Fix your eyes on Him. 
Psalm 27:4: “One thing I ask from the Lord, this only do I seek: that I may dwell in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the Lord and to seek him 
in his temple.” Seek intimacy with God. Pray for a revelation of Him that restores proper 
fear and reverence. He is not just Loving, but He's also the righteous Judge (2 Tim 4:8)—
His paths beyond searching out (Romans 11:33). The more we gaze at Him, the more like 
Him we become (1 John 3:2 and 2 Corinthians 3:18). Pray to know Him better, just as Paul 
did for the believers in Ephesus (Ephesians 1:17). 

◦ PRAY: Understand James 4:2 and Matthew 7:7-8. If we don't ask, we probably won't have. 
More of God is available if we seek Him with our whole heart (Jeremiah 29:13). Are we 



failing to see the full reality of God's kingdom in our lives because we leave the treasure 
buried, unwilling to search hard or pay the price that it might be ours (Matthew 13:44-46)? 
If so, the answers isn't to try harder in your own strength. Recognize the deficit, then abide 
and ask (John 15:5-8). 
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