
  Open with Prayer



  

Our theme: Dependence on God

A few weeks ago we discussed…
● the independence of God,
● the dependability of God, and
● how mankind is dependent on God



  

Recap: God's Independence

The fact that God is independent means…
● He isn't controlled by people's thoughts / opinions, 

desires, words, or actions
● He's not subject to anyone else's authority
● He doesn't depend on others for existence or survival

God's independence is evident in… 
● The fulfillment of messianic prophecies (improbable) 

→ God is completely sovereign over history
● The fine-tuning and sensitivity of physical constants → 

our universe is capable of sustaining life (improbable) 
→ God is independent of but completely sovereign 
over the natural world



  

Recap: God's Dependability

In Scripture, we learn:
● God doesn't change (Mal 3:6, Js 1:17, Heb 

13:8)
● God doesn't lie (Num 23:19)
● God's purposes stand (Is 46:10-11)
● God keeps all His promises (2 Co 1:20)
● God will never leave or forsake His own (Dt 

31:6, Mt 28:20b)
● God works all things for our good (Ro 8:28)



  

Recap: Our dependence on God

We depend on God for… 
● Life and breath
● Waking / sleeping
● Basic necessities (food, drink, clothing)
● Material success, prosperity
● Weather, safety, health, etc
● Wisdom, understanding, knowledge
● Salvation, spiritual growth, good works
● → EVERYTHING!



  

Our theme: Dependence on God

Moving forward, we will reflect on…
● Impediments to our total dependence on God
● How God heightens awareness of our 

helplessness apart from Him 
● Jesus' example: dependence on Father God
● The mystery of Immanuel: Jesus as “the last 

Adam, a life-giving spirit”



  

Total Dependence on God

We are dependent on God for everything, but we 
don't always live in light of that truth. 

What keeps us from living in full dependence 
on God?

Pride (Psalm 10:4)

Ignorance (Hosea 4:6)

Blindness (Isaiah 32:3, John 9:39)

Forgetfulness (Deuteronomy 4:9) 

Immaturity (1 Cor 3:1-4, Heb 6:1-3)

Other?



  

Total Dependence on God

We are dependent on God for everything, but we 
don't always live in light of that truth. 

What keeps us from living in full dependence 
on God?
● Pride (Psalm 10:4)

● Ignorance (Hosea 4:6) … Knowledge? (1 Co 8:2, 1:18+)

● Blindness (Isaiah 32:3, John 9:39)

● Forgetfulness (Deuteronomy 4:9) 

● Immaturity (1 Cor 3:1-4, Heb 6:1-3)

● Other?



  

Recognizing our Dependence

When do we most recognize our God-
dependence?

 When we suffer loss and declining health (Job)

 When we're trapped with no way out (Ex 14)

 When our provisions are gone, or insufficient (Ex 16)

 When God asks us to do something hard, illogical, or 
seemingly contrary to His will (Ge 22)

 When God asks us to do something beyond ourselves 
(Ex 4:10-13, Jdgs 6:12-16)

 When we face temptation (Lk 22:31, Mt 26:36-41)

The generic answer…???
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dependence?
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● When we're trapped with no way out (Ex 14)

● When our provisions are gone, or insufficient (Ex 16)

● When God asks us to do something hard, illogical, or 
seemingly contrary to His will (Ge 22)

● When God asks us to do something beyond ourselves 
(Ex 4:10-13, Jdgs 6:12-16)

● When we face temptation (Lk 22:31, Mt 26:36-41)

→ The generic answer…???



  

Recognizing our Dependence

When we come to the end of ourselves:
● the end of our understanding

● the end of our resources

● the end of our abilities

● the end of the spiritual maturity God has granted us, 
which is often revealing (Dt 8:2)

Question: What happens when we depend on our gifting 
more than the Gift-giver (or our resources, our 
understanding, our general competence, our sense of 
having arrived spiritually)?

→ Consider the mistakes of key biblical figures. 



  

Recognizing our Dependence
Human Mistakes Recorded in the Bible:
● Abraham tried to help God fulfill His covenant through 

Hagar (Ge 16:1-4, link here)

● Moses tried to help his people first through violence in his 
human strength (Ex 2:11-12)

● David moved the ark in the way he saw fit (1 Chr 13:7-10 
and Ex 25:14)

● Moses relied on outdated instructions from God and, thus, 
forfeited the promised land (Ex 17:6, Num 20:8)

● The Pharisees wrote Jesus off because He didn't follow 
their understanding of the law (e.g., Mat 15:10-12)

● In his ignorance, Saul persecuted Christians (Acts 7:58-
9:5, 1 Tim 1:13)

https://storystorming.wordpress.com/2019/02/23/lessons-from-the-patriarchs-abraham/


  

Recognizing our Dependence
Human Mistakes Recorded in the Bible:
● Ge 16:1-4 Abraham tried to help God fulfill His covenant 

through Hagar (Ge 16:1-4)

● Ex 2:11-12 Moses tried to help his people first through 
violence in his human strength (Ex 2:11-12)

● 1 Chr 13:7-10 David moved the ark in the way he saw fit (1 
Chr 13:7-10 and Ex 25:14)

● Ex 17:6, Num 20:8 Moses relied on outdated instructions 
from God and, thus, forfeited the promised land

● Mat 15:10-12 The Pharisees wrote Jesus off because He 
didn't follow their understanding of the law

● Acts 7:58-9:5, 1 Tim 1:13 In his ignorance, Saul 
persecuted Christians (Acts 7:58-9:5, 1 Tim 1:13)

Given these examples of 
man's mistakes from self-
reliance, it seems we would 
be better off coming to the 
end of ourselves more 
quickly.



  

Optional: God's Purpose for Trials

Consider 2 Corinthians 1:8-11:

“We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and 
sisters, about the troubles we experienced in the 
province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far 
beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired of life 
itself. Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of 
death. But this happened that we might not rely on 
ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. He has 
delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver 
us again. On him we have set our hope that he will 
continue to deliver us, as you help us by your prayers. 
Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gracious 
favor granted us in answer to the prayers of many.”



  

Optional: God's Purpose for Trials

Consider Deuteronomy 8:2-5:

“Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in 
the wilderness these forty years, to humble and test you 
in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not 
you would keep his commands. He humbled you, 
causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, 
which neither you nor your ancestors had known, to 
teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on 
every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. Your 
clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell 
during these forty years. Know then in your heart that as 
a man disciplines his son, so the Lord your God 
disciplines you.”



  

Optional: God's Purpose for Trials

God sends trials…
● So we'll rely on Him (2 Corinthians 1:8-11)
● So all the glory goes to Him (Jdgs 7:2, Dan 4:29-32)
● To show Himself strong in our weaknesses (2 Co 12:7+)
● To humble us (Dt 8)
● To test us (Dt 8)

● To reveal the condition of our hearts
● To refine our character
● To prove the genuineness of our faith (1 Pe 1:6-7)

● To teach us something new (Dt 8)
● For the sake of discipline / training



  

Optional: God's Purpose for Trials

God sends trials…
● So we'll rely on Him
● So all the glory goes to Him
● To show Himself strong in our weaknesses
● To humble us
● To test us

● To reveal the condition of our hearts
● To refine our character
● To prove the genuineness of our faith

● To teach us something new
● For the sake of discipline / training

to counter
PRIDE to heal our

BLINDNESS
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IMMATURITY

to prevent
FORGETFULNESS

to cure our
IGNORANCE



  

Jesus, Our Model



  

Jesus, Our Model: Relying on God

If we consider Jesus's earthly life, taking 
Jesus as our model, how does that help us to 
understand our God-dependence more fully? 

Who was Jesus really?



  

Jesus, Our Model: Relying on God
Fully God
● John 1:18: “No one has ever seen God, but the one 

and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest 
relationship with the Father, has made him known.”



  

Jesus, Our Model: Relying on God
Fully God
● John 1:18: “the one and only Son, who is himself 

God”

● Colossians 1:15-19: The Son is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him 
all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or 
rulers or authorities; all things have been created 
through him and for him. He is before all things, and in 
him all things hold together. And he is the head of the 
body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn 
from among the dead, so that in everything he might 
have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all 
his fullness dwell in him”



  

Jesus, Our Model: Relying on God
Fully God
● John 1:18: “the one and only Son, who is… God”

● Colossians 1:15-19: “Image of the invisible God… 
[God] pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him”

● BRIDGE: Philippians 2:5-8: “In your relationships 
with one another, have the same mindset as Christ 
Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not 
consider equality with God something to be used to 
his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by 
taking the very nature of a servant, being made in 
human likeness. And being found in appearance as a 
man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 
death—even death on a cross!”



  

Jesus, Our Model: Relying on God
Fully God
● John 1:18: “the one and only Son, who is… God”

● Colossians 1:15-19: “Image of the invisible God… 
[God] pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him”

● BRIDGE: Philippians 2:5-8: “in very nature God”

● Equal with God, BUT made Himself nothing, took 
the nature of a servant, and humbled Himself in 
obedience to death on a cross.

● Though Jesus was God, He bowed to the 
Father's authority in obedient submission. 
Why? 

(Consider Mt 26:53-54, Heb 2:16-17, and Jn 13:14-15) 



  

Jesus, Our Model: Relying on God

Why Jesus submitted to the Father
● To fulfill the scriptures (Mt 26:53-54)

Matthew 26:50-54: Jesus replied, “Do what you came for, 
friend.” Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and 
arrested him. With that, one of Jesus’ companions reached 
for his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of the high 
priest, cutting off his ear. “Put your sword back in its place,” 
Jesus said to him, “for all who draw the sword will die by the 
sword. Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he 
will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions 
of angels? But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled 
that say it must happen in this way?”



  

Jesus, Our Model: Relying on God

Why Jesus submitted to the Father
● To fulfill the scriptures (Mt 26:53-54)

● To be fully human in every way (Heb 2:16-17)—with 
flesh, and not just spirit like the Father (Jn 4:24)—in 
order to help “Abraham's descendents” (believers).

Hebrews 2:14-17: “Since the children have flesh and blood, 
he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might 
break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, 
the devil… For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s 
descendants. For this reason he had to be made like them, 
fully human in every way,  in order that he might become a 
merciful and faithful high priest in service to God…”



  

Jesus, Our Model: Relying on God

Why Jesus submitted to the Father
● To fulfill the scriptures (Mt 26:53-54)

● To be fully human in every way (Heb 2:16-17)—with 
flesh, and not just spirit like the Father (Jn 4:24)—in 
order to help “Abraham's descendents” (believers).

● To set an example for us (Jn 13:14-15).

John 13:13-15: “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and 
rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash 
one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you 
should do as I have done for you.”



  

Jesus, Our Model: Relying on God
Fully Man → “The Word became flesh…” (John 1:14).

What does this mean?

 1 Corinthians 11:3: “…the head of Christ is God.”

 John 5:19: “…the Son can do nothing by himself…”

Physical (Bodily) Limitations:

 God submitted to being born as a baby (Lk 1:31-35)

 He obeyed His human parents and endured human 
growth (Lk 2:51-52), including—it seems—an age of 
ignorance (Is 7:14-16)

 He entrusted Himself to God (1 Pe 2:23), submitting to 
death on a cross (Php 2:6-8) → Consider Eph 1:17-20 
(also Ps 16:9-11 and Acts 2:24)



  

Jesus, Our Model: Relying on God
Fully Man → “The Word became flesh…” (John 1:14).

Submission to Father God's Authority:

● 1 Corinthians 11:3: “But I want you to realize that the 
head of every man is Christ, and the head of the 
woman is man, and the head of Christ is God.”

● John 5:19: Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I 
tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can 
do only what he sees his Father doing, because 
whatever the Father does the Son also does.”

● John 14:10,24: “The words I say to you I do not speak on 
my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who 
is doing his work… These words you hear are not my own; 
they belong to the Father who sent me.”



  

Jesus, Our Model: Relying on God
Fully Man → “The Word became flesh…” (John 1:14).

Submission to Father God's Authority:

● 1 Corinthians 11:3: “…the head of Christ is God.”

● John 5:19: “…the Son can do nothing by himself…”

Physical (Bodily) Limitations:

● God submitted to being born as a baby (Lk 2:7)

● He obeyed His human parents and endured human 
growth (Lk 2:51-52), including—it seems—an age of 
ignorance (Is 7:14-16)

● He entrusted Himself to God (1 Pe 2:23), submitting to 
death on a cross (Php 2:6-8) → Consider Eph 1:17-20 
(also Ps 16:9-11 and Acts 2:24)



  

To be continued...
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