
  Open with Prayer



  

A Quick Self Analysis

At this moment, how secure do you feel? 

What is that security based on? 

Imagine one scenario that 
could shatter your sense
of security.



  

Our Refuge

Consider Psalm 18:2: 
“The LORD is my rock, my 
fortress and my deliverer; 
my God is my rock, in 
whom I take refuge, my 
shield and the horn of my 
salvation, my stronghold.”

Where should our security 
rest? We know the right 
answer, but…



  

Today's theme: Dependence on God

We will reflect on…
● the independence of God
● the dependability of God
● the ways in which mankind is dependent on 

God

the tools God uses to heighten our awareness 
of that dependence 

and, time allowing, how Jesus modeled 
dependence on Father God



  

The independence of God

What does it mean that God is independent? 

The independence of God



  

Independence Defined

Dictionary.com defines independent as follows:

1. not influenced or controlled by others in matters of 
    opinion, conduct, etc.; thinking or acting for oneself:
    → an independent thinker.

2. not subject to another's authority or jurisdiction; 
    autonomous; free:
    → an independent businessman.

3. not influenced by the thought or action of others:
    → independent research.

4. not dependent; not depending or contingent upon   
    something else for existence, operation, etc.



  

The independence of God

How do we know God is independent? 

The independence of God



  

Prophetic Probabilities 

What is the probability of Jesus Christ fulfilling only 8 of the 
prophecies recorded about Him in Scripture? Peter Stoner, in 
his book Science Speaks, says this: “The chance that any 
man might have...fulfilled all eight prophecies is one in 10 to 
the 17th.” (That is, 1 in one hundred quadrillion).  If “we take 
10 to the 17th silver dollars and lay them on the face of Texas. 
They will cover all of the state 2 feet deep. Now mark one of 
these silver dollars and stir the whole mass thoroughly... 
Blindfold a man and tell him he can travel as far as he wishes, 
but he must pick up [that one marked silver dollar.] What 
chance would he have of getting the right one?… Just the 
same chance that the prophets would have had of writing 
those eight prophecies and having them all come true in any 
one man, ...providing they wrote them in their own wisdom.” 

(From https://bible.org/illustration/probability-prophecies-fulfilled)

https://bible.org/illustration/probability-prophecies-fulfilled
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Prophetic Probabilities 

Conclusion → God is not dependent on, or controlled 
by, History. God is sovereign over history. 

Our history is literally His story. 

If God were dependent on man's choices throughout 
history, these prophecies never would’ve been 
fulfilled.



  

Our Finely-Tuned Universe

“According to growing numbers of scientists, the laws 
and constants of nature are so “finely-tuned,” and so 
many “coincidences” have occurred to allow for the 
possibility of life, the universe must have come into 
existence through intentional planning and intelligence.

“In fact, this 'fine-tuning' is so pronounced, and the 
'coincidences' are so numerous, many scientists have 
come to espouse The Anthropic Principle, which 
contends that the universe was brought into existence 
intentionally for the sake of producing mankind.”

From https://www.simpletoremember.com/articles/a/creatorfacts/

https://www.simpletoremember.com/articles/a/creatorfacts/


  

Our Finely-Tuned Universe

Consider these few cosmic constants: 

● Gravitational force constant — too weak, and planets and 
stars cannot form; too strong, and stars burn up too quickly.

● Electromagnetic force constant — If it were much stronger or 
weaker, we wouldn’t have stable chemical bonds.

● Strong nuclear force constant — if it were weaker, the 
universe would have far fewer stable chemical elements, 
eliminating several that are essential to life.

● Weak nuclear force constant — if it were much stronger or 
weaker, life-essential stars could not form.”

From https://www.discovery.org/a/fine-tuning-parameters/ 

https://www.discovery.org/a/fine-tuning-parameters/


  

Our Finely-Tuned Universe

Consider Romans 1:19-20: “…what may be known 
about God is plain to [all], because God has made it 
plain to them. For since the creation of the world 
God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and 
divine nature—have been clearly seen, being 
understood from what has been made, so that 
people are without excuse.”

Conclusion → Our God—who walks on stormy seas, 
turns water to wine, and raises the dead—is not 
subject to all these physical parameters. Rather, they 
are subject to Him.



  

Independent God, Dependent Man

Consider Acts 17:24-28:

“The God who made the world and everything in it is the 
Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples 
built by human hands. And he is not served by human 
hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself 
gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 
From one man he made all the nations, that they 
should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out 
their appointed times in history and the boundaries of 
their lands. God did this so that they would seek him 
and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he 
is not far from any one of us. ‘For in him we live and 
move and have our being.’ …



  

The world and everything in it

Consider DNA

 “Since 2003 more discoveries have revealed how 
sophisticated the code built into DNA really is. It 
behaves like intelligent programming, and is quite 
literally a CODE. Genetic instructions are built into 
DNA and RNA as a sequence of nucleotides, but in 
order to produce a protein this code has to be altered 
into another system of symbols, a bit like changing 
Morse code into English. One code is changed into 
another. This involves an enormous amount of 
decryption and encryption.” 

https://www.cybersalt.org/wonders-of-creation/wonders-of-creation-dna 

https://www.cybersalt.org/wonders-of-creation/wonders-of-creation-dna


  

The world and everything in it
Consider DNA

“The detailed information in DNA cannot be read without 
complex, specialized proteins, designed for the task of 
decoding it. Yet the complex, specialized proteins 
cannot be created without the detailed instructions 
stored within DNA! … Just as a complex computer 
program demands a programmer who must have 
written it, the presence of the absolutely remarkable 
information-rich DNA molecule at the very foundation 
of every living creature on earth cries out to all who 
are willing to hear that life requires design, and design 
must come from a supremely intelligent Designer!” 

https://www.tomorrowsworld.org/magazines/2013/may-june/the-miracle-of-dna 

https://www.tomorrowsworld.org/magazines/2013/may-june/the-miracle-of-dna


  

The world and everything in it
Consider DNA

“Interestingly, any two humans are 99% identical at the 
genetic level. A mere 1% makes up the many 
differences we see among people throughout the 
entire world. Even if two beings have a copy of the 
exact same DNA, they are still unique individuals. For 
example, even though identical twin babies have 
100% identical DNA, they have different fingerprints. 
So the invisible Creator makes it clear that the source 
of our individuality is not just coded into DNA. We’re 
not just a bucket of molecules, but we are unique 
persons with souls, given to us by the Author of life.” 

https://answersingenesis.org/genetics/dna-similarities/dna-a-summary/  

https://answersingenesis.org/genetics/dna-similarities/dna-a-summary/


  

Independent God, Dependent Man

Back to Acts 17:24-28:

“The God who made the world and everything in it is the 
Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples 
built by human hands. And he is not served by human 
hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself 
gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 
From one man he made all the nations, that they 
should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out 
their appointed times in history and the boundaries of 
their lands. God did this so that they would seek him 
and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he 
is not far from any one of us. ‘For in him we live and 
move and have our being.’ …



  

Life and Breath

Consider our breathing:

God created us to depend on oxygen, therefore, we also 
depend on the plants he created to replenish the oxygen.

But… “Could there be an even more important reason why God 
created our bodies so that we must breathe? Breath is used in 
the Bible as a powerful symbol of the life-giving presence of 
God. Like God Himself, the air we breathe is invisible, 
odourless and tasteless—it cannot be perceived at all unless it 
moves. It is usually peaceful and still, but it is a reservoir of 
enormous power. The air is a massive ocean—invisible, yet 
completely necessary for our life, for we are quickly dead 
without it. It seems reasonable to suggest that one reason God 
created the air—and respiration—was to show us graphically 

how great and immediate is our need for Him.” 

(https://creation.com/the-breath-of-life)



  

Independent God, Dependent Man

Consider Romans 11:33-36:

  Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, 
and his paths beyond tracing out! “Who has known the 
mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?” 
“Who has ever given to God, that God should repay 
them?” For from him and through him and for him are 
all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.

1 Corinthians 1:25: “For the foolishness of God is wiser 
than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is 
stronger than human strength.”



  

God's Dependability

What does the Bible teach us about the 
dependability of God?

God doesn't change (Mal 3:6, Js 1:17, Heb 13:8)

God doesn't lie (Num 23:19)

God's purposes stand (Is 46:10-11)

God keeps all His promises (2 Co 1:20)

God will never leave or forsake His own (Dt 31:6, Mt 
28:20b)

God works all things for our good (Ro 8:28)
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Dependent on God, How?

In what specific ways are you and I 
dependent on God?

How might you complete this sentence:

“Mankind depends on God for ________.”



  

Dependent on God, How?

● Life and breath
● Waking / sleeping
● Basic necessities (food, drink, clothing)
● Material success, prosperity
● Weather, safety, etc
● Wisdom, understanding, knowledge
● Salvation, spiritual growth, good works
● Other?
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