
God dependence (PART I)
Discussion questions are indicated with an arrow: → 

→ At this moment, how secure do you feel? What is that security based on? Imagine one scenario 
that could shatter your sense of security. Any strong tower in our lives that gives us a false sense of 
security is potentially an idol. It’s also a mirage. 

→ Where should our security rest? We know the right answer
• The right answer: Psalm 18:2i: “The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God 

is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.”
• But… We need our knowledge to go deeper than Bible theory learned in a comfy armchair. 
• → How do we learn to trust God? The same way we learn to trust any person: In the context 

of relationship, through experience.ii

Our theme: man’s dependence on God

Our theme for today is man’s dependence on God. We will reflect on…
• the independence of God
• the dependability of God
• the ways in which mankind is dependent on God

(A) Independent God, Dependent (and Interdependent) Man

→ How do we know God is independent? 
• Consider the probability of 8 Messianic prophecies fulfilled 

◦ What is the probability of Jesus Christ fulfilling only 8 of the prophecies recorded about 
Him in Scripture? Peter Stoner, in his book Science Speaks, says this: “The chance that any 
man might have...fulfilled all eight prophecies is one in 10 to the 17th.” That is, 1 in one 
hundred quadrillion). If “we take 10 to the 17th silver dollars and lay them on the face of 
Texas. They will cover all of the state 2 feet deep. Now mark one of these silver dollars and 
stir the whole mass thoroughly... Blindfold a man and tell him he can travel as far as he 
wishes, but he must pick up [that one marked silver dollar.] What chance would he have of 
getting the right one?… Just the same chance that the prophets would have had of writing 
those eight prophecies and having them all come true in any one man,...providing they 
wrote them in their own wisdom.” (From https://bible.org/illustration/probability-
prophecies-fulfilled)

◦ Conclusion → God is not controlled by history. God is in control of history. History is 
literally His story. If God were dependent on man throughout history, these prophecies 
never would’ve been fulfilled.

• Consider the fine-tuning of the physical constantsiii

◦ Notes from https://www.simpletoremember.com/articles/a/creatorfacts/): “According to 
growing numbers of scientists, the laws and constants of nature are so “finely-tuned,” and so 
many “coincidences” have occurred to allow for the possibility of life, the universe must 
have come into existence through intentional planning and intelligence. In fact, this “fine-
tuning” is so pronounced, and the “coincidences” are so numerous, many scientists have 
come to espouse The Anthropic Principle, which contends that the universe was brought 

https://bible.org/illustration/probability-prophecies-fulfilled
https://bible.org/illustration/probability-prophecies-fulfilled
https://www.simpletoremember.com/articles/a/creatorfacts/


into existence intentionally for the sake of producing mankind.”
◦ Parameters: https://www.discovery.org/a/fine-tuning-parameters/ : Consider these few 

“Cosmic Constants
▪ Gravitational force constant (large scale attractive force, holds people on planets, and 

holds planets, stars, and galaxies together) — too weak, and planets and stars cannot 
form; too strong, and stars burn up too quickly.

▪ Electromagnetic force constant (small scale attractive and repulsive force, holds atoms 
electrons and atomic nuclei together) — If it were much stronger or weaker, we 
wouldn’t have stable chemical bonds.

▪ Strong nuclear force constant (small-scale attractive force, holds nuclei of atoms 
together, which otherwise repulse each other because of the electromagnetic force) — if 
it were weaker, the universe would have far fewer stable chemical elements, eliminating 
several that are essential to life.

▪ Weak nuclear force constant (governs radioactive decay) — if it were much stronger 
or weaker, life-essential stars could not form.” (Read on.)

• Consider Romans 1:18-20: “The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the 
godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what 
may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. For since the 
creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been 
clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.”

• Our God—who walks on stormy seas, turns water to wine, and raises the dead—is not subject 
to all these physical parameters. Rather, they are subject to Him.

→ What does it mean that He is independent?

Dictionary.com defines independent as follows:
(https://www.dictionary.com/browse/independent)

1. not influenced or controlled by others in matters of opinion, conduct, etc.; thinking or acting for 
oneself:
→ an independent thinker.

2. not subject to another's authority or jurisdiction; autonomous; free:
→ an independent businessman.

3. not influenced by the thought or action of others:
→ independent research.

4. not dependent; not depending or contingent upon something else for existence, operation, etc.

What verses speak to the independence of God?

(1) Consider Acts 17:24-28: “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven 
and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands. And he is not served by human hands, as 
if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. From one 
man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their 
appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. God did this so that they would seek him 
and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. ‘For in him we 
live and move and have our being.’ … 

→ We see in these verses both the independence of God and the dependence of man. What phrases or 
ideas stand out to you from this passage of Scripture?
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1. The God who made the world and everything in it:
• Do you ever stop to think about the complexity of creation? The complexity of creatures? 

Take DNAiv for example:
◦ “Since 2003 more discoveries have revealed how sophisticated the code built into DNA 

really is. It behaves like intelligent programming, and is quite literally a CODE. Genetic 
instructions are built into DNA and RNA as a sequence of nucleotides, but in order to 
produce a protein this code has to be altered into another system of symbols ? a bit like 
changing Morse code into English. One code is changed into another. This involves an 
enormous amount of decryption and encryption.” From 
https://www.cybersalt.org/wonders-of-creation/wonders-of-creation-dna

◦ ***“Scientists exploring the origin of life but failing to consider a Divine Designer find 
themselves facing the proverbial “chicken and egg” dilemma, since the proteins used to 
read the DNA code are, themselves, created using the DNA code! The detailed 
information in DNA cannot be read without complex, specialized proteins, designed for 
the task of decoding it. Yet the complex, specialized proteins cannot be created without 
the detailed instructions stored within DNA! … Just as a complex computer program 
demands a programmer who must have written it, the presence of the absolutely 
remarkable information-rich DNA molecule at the very foundation of every living 
creature on earth cries out to all who are willing to hear that life requires design, and 
design must come from a supremely intelligent Designer!” 
https://www.tomorrowsworld.org/magazines/2013/may-june/the-miracle-of-dna

◦ “Interestingly, any two humans are 99% identical at the genetic level. A mere 1% makes 
up the many differences we see among people throughout the entire world. Even if two 
beings have a copy of the exact same DNA, they are still unique individuals. For 
example, even though identical twin babies have 100% identical DNA, they have 
different fingerprints. So the invisible Creator makes it clear that the source of our 
individuality is not just coded into DNA. We’re not just a bucket of molecules, but we 
are unique persons with souls, given to us by the Author of life.” 
https://answersingenesis.org/genetics/dna-similarities/dna-a-summary/ 

◦ (Twins also have unique personalities.)
2. God does not live in temples built by human hands. Discuss.

• When the people of Israel built the tabernacle, how did they go about it? Did they come up 
with a plan and then assign different tasks to different people? Read Exodus 26:1-9 and 
31:1-6.
◦ The way we gather supplies is important (25:2). In this, we need God’s wisdom.
◦ The way we build, and the materials we use, are important. In this, we need God’s 

wisdom.
◦ Our offerings are important (consider Cain and Abel). In this, we need God’s wisdom.
◦ The specific laborers are important. In this, we need God’s wisdom and His 

empowerment.
• Consider 1 Corinthians 6:19 (NIV): “Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the 

Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you 
were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies.” Also 1 Corinthians 3:16 
(BLB): “Do you not know that you yourselves are God's temple, and the Spirit of God 
dwells in you?”
◦ According to these verses, who built the temple in which God lives?
◦ …And to whom do we belong to?
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2. God is not served by human hands… Why not? 
• God doesn’t need anything from anyone. He is the Giver. We receive.
• If we are intent on serving God—on doing something really meaningful for Him and 

impactful for others—how will that be possible? 
◦ John 15:5 and Matthew 19:26: Without Him we can do nothing. With God, the 

impossible becomes possible.
◦ Our best work flows from God's work within us: “for it is God who works in you to will 

and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose” (Philippians 2:13).v

3. He himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else (and) in him we live and move 
and have our being. What does this mean?
• He breathed in us the breath of life (Genesis 2:7)
• Consider our breathing:

◦ God created us to depend on oxygen, therefore, we also depend on the plants he created 
to replenish the oxygen. 
▪ But…“Could there be an even more important reason why God created our bodies 

so that we must breathe? Breath is used in the Bible as a powerful symbol of the 
life-giving presence of God. Like God Himself, the air we breathe is invisible, 
odourless and tasteless—it cannot be perceived at all unless it moves. It is usually 
peaceful and still, but it is a reservoir of enormous power. The air is a massive 
ocean—invisible, yet completely necessary for our life, for we are quickly dead 
without it. It seems reasonable to suggest that one reason God created the air—and 
respiration—was to show us graphically how great and immediate is our need for 
Him.”

▪ From https://creation.com/the-breath-of-life, also 
https://answersingenesis.org/human-body/the-breath-of-life/

• He marked out our appointed times in history, the nations in which we would live, the 
families into which we would be born…

• He designed us—our physical bodies, our personalities, our interests, our innate talents, our 
strengths and weaknesses, our genetics, and more

• All the days ordained for us were written in His book before one of them came to be (Psalm 
139:16)

(2) Consider Romans 11:33-36: Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! “Who has known the mind of the 
Lord? Or who has been his counselor? Who has ever given to God, that God should repay them?” For 
from him and through him and for him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.

• How unsearchable His judgments. Compare and contrast:
◦ Isaiah 11:1-5, esp. 2: “He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he 

hears with his ears;” — Sometimes we read Jesus’s reactions in the gospels and we can’t 
understand what He was thinking. 

◦ 1 Samuel 16:6-7: “When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s 
anointed stands here before the LORD.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider 
his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things 
people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”

◦ Consider John 7:23-24: “Now if a boy can be circumcised on the Sabbath so that the law of 
Moses may not be broken, why are you angry with me for healing a man’s whole body on 
the Sabbath? Stop judging by mere appearances, but instead judge correctly.”
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• Who has known the mind of the Lord?
◦ 1 Corinthians 1:25: “For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the 

weakness of God is stronger than human strength.”
◦ Isaiah 55:9: “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 

ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”
• Who has ever given to God? → When we give to God, what are we doing? (Giving back a 

portion of what God gave us.) 1 Chronicles 29:14vi

• From him and through him and to him are all things → We’re going to flesh this out in the 
next slide(s)vii

(B) God's Dependability:

→ What do we learn about the dependability of God in the Bible?
• God doesn't change

◦ Malachi 3:6: “I the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not 
destroyed.”

◦ James 1:17: “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 
the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.”

◦ Hebrews 13:8: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”
• God doesn't lie → Numbers 23:19: God is not human, that he should lie, not a human being, 

that he should change his mind. Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not 
fulfill?

• God's purposes stand → Isaiah 46:10-11: “I make known the end from the beginning, from 
ancient times, what is still to come. I say, ‘My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please.’ 
From the east I summon a bird of prey; from a far-off land, a man to fulfill my purpose. What I 
have said, that I will bring about; what I have planned, that I will do.

• God keeps all His promises
◦ 2 Corinthians 1:20: “For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in 

Christ. And so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God.”viii

• God will never leave or forsake His own
◦ Deuteronomy 31:6: “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of 

them, for the Lord your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.”
◦ Matthew 28:20b: “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

• God works everything for our good → Romans 8:28: “And we know that in all things God 
works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”

(C) The Ways in Which We are Dependent on God:

→ How are we dependent on God? Let’s list some of the specific ways… (Open Discussion.)
Take a moment to consider the specific ways we are dependent on God by completing the 
following sentence: “I / We are dependent on God for _______.”

Topics and Scriptures to consider: (My answers to the questions—probably not comprehensive)
• Life and breath and everything (Acts 17:24-28)

◦ Waking each morning (Psalm 3:5)
◦ Breath (Psalm 104:29-30, also Genesis 2:7) – Jesus sustains all things (Hebrews 1:3)



◦ James 1:17: every good and perfect gift, especially receiving the Holy Spirit (Luke 11:13)
• We are dependent on God for wisdom, understanding, and knowledge (Proverbs 3:5-6, Romans 

11:33-36, 1 Corinthians 1:25)ix

◦ Unbelievers are darkened (Ephesians 4:18) → implications for reaching the lost? PRAY. 
◦ Consider John 16:12-13 → the Spirit guides us into all truth, but it’s incremental 
◦ Wisdom comes from God, so we should pray for it (Jas 1:5, prayers: Eph 1:17, Col 1:9)
◦ We are capable of being deceived

▪ Consider Jeremiah 17:9 → implications? PRAY (Psalm 139:23-24)
▪ Warnings against being deceived (Jer 17:9, Ro 16:18, Eph 5:6, Col 2:4, etc)

◦ Scriptural Examples of errors from a lack of understanding
▪ Abraham tries to help God fulfill His covenant (Ge 16:1-4)
▪ Moses tries to help his people in the wrong way (Exodus 2:11-12)
▪ David moves the ark in the way he sees fit (1 Chronicles 13:7-10 and Exodus 25:14)
▪ In Exodus 17:6, Moses obeyed God by striking the rock. In Numbers 20:8, I think he 

must've been so sure God would have him draw water in the same way that he didn't 
listen to God's instructions very carefully.

◦ Understanding His word!
▪ Our human brain + God's word isn’t enough (Luke 24:45, Acts 8:30-31, John 5:39-40)
▪ Psalm 119:18: pray! → We can start our times of private Bible reading with a prayer for 

revelation (I've been praying Jeremiah 33:3 off and on.)
▪ Scriptural Examples of God's Word Misused / Misunderstood: 

• Satan misused God's Word (Matthew 4:5-7, Genesis 3:1+)
• The Pharisees wrote Jesus off because He didn't follow their understanding of the 

law (e.g., Mat 15:10-12)
• The disciples misunderstood Jesus's mission (e.g., Mat 16:21-23)

▪ Consider Matthew 13:19: what we don’t understand can be snatched! Implications: 
meditate on the words God gives you, especially quickened verses (to receive 
progressive revelation)

• Provision
◦ Food and drink (Psalm 104:27-28, Nehemiah 9:15)x

◦ Clothes (Deuteronomy 29:5, Genesis 3:21)
◦ Consider also Matthew 6:26-34

• Success
◦ Consider Psalm 127:1 (“Unless the Lord builds the house…”
◦ Material success: the ability to produce wealth (Deuteronomy 8:17-18)
◦ Power in earthly kingdoms (Daniel 4:29-32)

• Weather (Psalm 135:7, Jeremiah 10:13, Job 38:22-30, Matthew 8:26-27)
• Salvationxi

◦ John 6:44: The Father draws us to Jesus. An incentive to pray this for the lost. And if their 
understanding is darkened, that too needs prayer. 

◦ Changed hearts (softened/hardened) / good soil (Eze 11:19, Ro 9:17-18, Mat 13:23)
• Spiritual growth 

◦ He sanctifies us (1 Thessalonians 5:23-24)
◦ God grows the spiritual seeds planted within us (1 Corinthians 3:6-7)
◦ The fruit of the Spirit is the fruit He works in us (Galatians 5:22)

• Good works (Ephesians 2:8-10) / Christian Living



◦ Without Him, we can do nothing (John 15:5). Abide in Him, meditate on His words, and 
then ask, ask, ask!

◦ He prepares the good works in advance (Eph 2:10).
◦ Fruitfulness in the works (Col 1:9-10) → We may not always be able to see the fruit, but the 

lack of fruit in any ministry should be a concern that drives us to our knees.
◦ Skill to serve (Exodus 31, craftsmanship)
◦ Energy to serve (Col 1:29)
◦ Consider Philippians 2:13: He gives us the will and prompts us to act, thereby fulfilling His 

good purpose
◦ Gifts of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:4-6)
◦ Evangelism

▪ Wisdom in evangelism (Acts 6:10)
▪ Boldness to speak (Acts 4:28-31)
▪ He is the Lord of the harvest. Ask Him to send workers into the harvest (Luke 10:2).

------------------------------------------------ End of Week 1 ------------------------------------------------



i What other Scriptures paint a picture of a person relying on God in perfect trust? Psalm 23? Psalm 63:1-8: “You, God, 
are my God, earnestly I seek you; I thirst for you, my whole being longs for you, in a dry and parched land where there 
is no water. I have seen you in the sanctuary and beheld your power and your glory. Because your love is better than life, 
my lips will glorify you. I will praise you as long as I live, and in your name I will lift up my hands. I will be fully 
satisfied as with the richest of foods; with singing lips my mouth will praise you. On my bed I remember you; I think of 
you through the watches of the night. Because you are my help, I sing in the shadow of your wings. I cling to you; your 
right hand upholds me.” Misplaced trust → Job 8:11-15: “Can papyrus grow tall where there is no marsh? Can reeds 
thrive without water? While still growing and uncut, they wither more quickly than grass. Such is the destiny of all who 
forget God; so perishes the hope of the godless. What they trust in is fragile; what they rely on is a spider’s web. They 
lean on the web, but it gives way; they cling to it, but it does not hold.” Two sides of the coin → Jeremiah 17:5-10: “This 
is what the LORD says: “Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who draws strength from mere flesh and whose heart 
turns away from the LORD. That person will be like a bush in the wastelands; they will not see prosperity when it 
comes. They will dwell in the parched places of the desert, in a salt land where no one lives. But blessed is the one who 
trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by 
the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and 
never fails to bear fruit.” The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it? “I the LORD 
search the heart and examine the mind, to reward each person according to their conduct, according to what their deeds 
deserve.””

ii Those who are married will likely agree that their relationship wasn't really tested in the easy the times. It likely wasn't 
fully tested before the marriage vows were said.

iii Other References:
https://wng.org/roundups/a-fine-tuned-universe-1617224984 
https://robertcliftonrobinson.com/evidence-for-fine-tuning-of-the-universe/
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EE76nwimuT0 

iv From https://www.nature.com/articles/nature.2013.12279: “A team of scientists has produced a truly concise anthology 
of verse by encoding all 154 of Shakespeare’s sonnets in DNA. The researchers say that their technique could easily be 
scaled up to store all of the data in the world…using nucleic acids as a practical way of storing information… is more 
compact and durable than current media such as hard disks or magnetic tape…DNA packs information into much less 
space than other media. For example, CERN, the European particle-physics lab near Geneva, currently stores around 90 
petabytes of data on some 100 tape drives. Goldman’s method could fit all of those data into 41 grams of DNA.” 
Imagine that. God's system of coding is more efficient than anything manmade.

v Additional Scriptures to consider: 1 Peter 4:10-11: “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve 
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks 
the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may 
be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.” → We can only steward 
what God has given us. Again, to whom do we belong? Our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, but altogether we are 
the body of Christ and—according to Romans 12:5—“each member belongs to all the others.” God is independent, but 
we are not. We aren't even independent of one another. God designed us to be interdependent—to need one another. John 
14:12,16:7: “Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even 
greater things than these, because I am going to the Father… very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going 
away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.” Ephesians 3:7: “I 
became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working of his power.” 

vi Additional Scriptures to consider: Parable of the talents? Matthew 25:14+, James 1:17, and note esp. vs. 16: “Don’t be 
deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the 
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” If I give a gift, it might be good one time and bad 
another…

vii Scriptures: All good gifts are from God (James). Our spiritual growth and good works come about through His power at 
work within us. And if we do anything—to the least of His brothers and sisters—we do it “to” Him (Matthew 25:40, 
Colossians 3:17). Competence from God: 2 Corinthians 3:4-6: “Such confidence we have through Christ before God. 
Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from God. He has 
made us competent as ministers of a new covenant —not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit 
gives life.”

viiiAlso Hebrews 6:17-20: “17 Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of 
what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath. 18 God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is 
impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope set before us may be greatly encouraged. 19 We 
have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, 20 where our 
forerunner, Jesus, has entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.”

ix Consider: Proverbs 2:6 says that “the LORD gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.” And 
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in Proverbs 3:5-6, we are warned not to lean on our own understanding. Questions → What do we need His help 
understanding? In what specific tasks do we require His wisdom and knowledge? (Scripture, Service, etc: {Our human 
brain + God's word isn’t enough (Luke 24:45, Acts 8:30-31, John 5:39-40); David moves the ark in the way he sees fit (1 
Chronicles 13:7-10 and Exodus 25:14)}

x Consider Psalm 104:10-11,14-15,27-30: “He makes springs pour water into the ravines; it flows between the mountains. 
They give water to all the beasts of the field; the wild donkeys quench their thirst… He makes grass grow for the cattle, 
and plants for people to cultivate—bringing forth food from the earth: wine that gladdens human hearts, oil to make their 
faces shine, and bread that sustains their hearts… All creatures look to you to give them their food at the proper time. 
When you give it to them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are satisfied with good things. When you 
hide your face, they are terrified; when you take away their breath, they die and return to the dust. When you send your 
Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the ground.” Questions → All the animals look to God to give them 
their food. What about mankind? Why don’t all people look to God in the same way for all their basic needs? Do we 
look to God for all our basic needs? How easy is it to forget to credit these basic blessings to God? What if we’ve 
labored over a meal with great care and skill? To whose credit is that? What if one of our good deeds is that we are the 
instrument by which God brings basic necessities to to those in need?

xi Consider: “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise them up at the last day. It 
is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard the Father and learned from him 
comes to me.”  - AND - “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith —and this is not from yourselves, it is the 
gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” Questions → To whose credit is our salvation? Our faith? Our 
good works (also Php 2:13)? What implications do these verses have for evangelism (also Luke 10:2 and Acts 4:29-31 
and 6:10)? (Exclude: For service? John 5:19 - prayer: Colossians 1:9-12)
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